Interpolative background subtraction.
A method for background subtraction is presented. The data are digitized scintigraphic images, stored in 64 X 64 frames. Within this array a rectangular area surrounding the target is defined. All data points outside of this area are set equal to zero. From each data point within the area, the computer subtracts a background value equal to the average of the two intersecting linear interpolations between the values at the edges of the rectangular area having the ordinate and abscissa values of the point of interest. The rationale for this approach is discussed and its application in myocardial perfusion studies is illustrated.